
 As the cold win-

ter months approach, 

there are many important 

things to keep your pet 

safe and healthy this time 

of year.  

1. Just like people, pets 

are susceptible to frost 

bite. The most suscepti-

ble areas are their ears 

and paws. Signs of possi-

ble frostbite are reddish/

painful (if caught early), 

white, or grey colored 

skin. If these are ob-

served have your pet 

seen immediately.  

2. De-Icing salt can be 

harmful to petôs paws, 

and toxic when ingested. 

Be sure to read the labels 

to see if the product you 

use is safe for pets and 

wipe their paws off after 

being around the salt.  

3. Anti-freeze is very 

toxic to pets, even if in-

gested in very small 

amounts, causing  

kidney failure. Pet owners 

need to be observant to 

keep animals away from 

areas that may have anti-

freeze spills and clean 

them up immediately. 

The anti-freeze has  a 

sweet taste, making it 

appealing to drink. It is  

just as harmful if they lick 

off their paws after step-

ping in anti-freeze.  

4. This time of year, cats 

like to sleep in car en-

gines to stay warm. Be-

fore starting your car, 

always knock on the hood 

or honk the horn to ensure 

there arenôt any stow-

aways. 

5. For 

your pets 

that stay 

outside, 

have 

proper shelter to keep 

them warm and dry.  

This can be done by sup-

plying housing with  an 

elevated floor with 

straw or other warm 

bedding. Make sure 

they have a draft-free 

area to keep the wind 

off them. Also supply 

them with fresh, warm 

water and food pro-

tected from the ele-

ments. It may also be 

necessary to give more 

food to increase their 

caloric intake for more 

warmth.  

6. Especially during the 

holiday season, it is im-

portant to keep your 

pets away from materi-

als they can chew up 

like ribbons and decora-

tions. Other things to 

avoid are poinsettias 

that are toxic, choco-

lates, table food and 

alcohol that may make 

them very sick if in-

gested. For a full list of 

harmful items please 

contact us.  
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 There is now a new vac-

cine to help prevent periodontal 

disease in dogs. This vaccine at-

tacks the two main causes of 

dental problems, which are:  

1. Gingivitis , which is inflam-

mation of the gums from 

bacterial infection with the 

tooth ligaments still attached.  

2.  Periodontitis, is inflamma                                    

tion of the gums where the 

tooth ligaments lose attach-

ment. The advancement of 

periodontitis can result in 

tooth loss from infection. 

      While there are hundreds of 

types of bacteria that contribute 

to periodontitis, the vaccine tar-

gets three species of porphyro-

monas bacteria that scientists 

have identified as major players 

in the advancement of periodon-

tal disease.  

The signs of periodontal dis-

ease can include the follow-

ing:  

Bad breath, red or swollen 

gums, bleeding from gums, 

loose or missing teeth, sore-

ness of the gums when 

touched, decreased appetite, 

weight loss, and difficulty eat-

ing.    

 Some commonly asked 

questions about the porphyromo-

nas vaccine may be: 

1. ñHow often do I vaccinate 

my dog?ò Initially your dog 

will get                                                                   

one vaccine, then get a 

booster 3 weeks later. After 

that we typically  vaccinate 

yearly.    
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2. ñWhat if my dog already has                                                               

periodontal disease?ò We 

would first need to do a den-

tal cleaning, then we can 

give the vaccine (usually the 

same day).  

3. ñIf my dog gets the vaccine, 

do I still 

need to do 

brush the 

teeth 

etc?ò    

Yes, to 

get full 

protection/prevention, we 

still recommend to use pre-

ventative measures 

(brushing, CET chews, T/D 

treats, or Oravet gel). 

4. ñAre there any side effects?ò                                                             

There may be some soreness                                 

at the injection site. We do 

give a pain medication to 

help this.  

 

3. Heart disease (signs are cough-

ing, lethargy, difficulty breathing, 

and exercise intolerance) 

4. High blood pressure (sudden 

blindness, no visible signs). 

5. Skin problems (signs are un-

kempt hair coat, repeated itching 

and scratching) 

6. Shorter life span (by at least 2 

years) 

The New Dental Vaccine  

 

1. Diabetes Mellitus (signs are 

weakness, drinking more, urinating 

more, depression, weight loss, in 

spite of or abdominal pain) 

2. Arthritis and joint disorders 

(signs are behavioral changes, limp-

ing, stiffness, or difficulty climbing 

stairs) 

Did you Know? 

Where did the sayingéé ñLetting the cat out of the bag  came 

from?ò 

           In the Middle Ages, if you werenôt careful, it was said, 

an unscrupulous grocer might cheat you out of the suckling pig 

youôd purchased for a special dinner. While your back was 

turned, heôd instead, slip in a stray cat. As you  unloaded your 

groceries, youôd discover an unpleasant secret by ñletting a 

(very angry) cat out of your bag!ò 
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Comfortis is approved by the 

Food and Drug Administration 

for puppies as young as 14 

weeks old, and comes in 6 

doses for different weights. 
Fleas can become a problem 

for dogs quickly.  

      Twenty-four hours after a 

flea has its first blood meal, it 

can lay 40-50 eggs a day to 

infest your household.  So 

it is very important to stay 

on a monthly flea preven-

tive. Comfortis is effective 

half an hour after given. It 

has its best effectiveness 

when given after a full 
meal.                                    

                    

 Fleas will no 

longer be a problem when 

on Comfortis monthly! 

Does your pet have a flea problem? 

The newest flea preventative treat-

ment for dogs is Comfortis. It is a 

chewable, beef-flavored tablet that 

dogs seem to love.  

      This tablet lasts a month, is mess 

free, and safe. It avoids the hassle of 

topical flea products, and this means 

you donôt have to worry about touch-

ing a treated area on your animal. 

     Is your cat difficult to medicate? 

How would you like to eliminate 

giving oral antibiotics to your pet?  

     The answer is Convenia!

(cefovecin sodium) This is a subcuta-

neous injectable antibiotic, meaning 

it goes under the skin. It starts work-

ing within a few hours. It lasts 14 

days, giving the proper dose every-

day. There will be no missed doses 

because you forgot or were not able 

to get the pet to take the antibiotic! 

      When the doctor dispenses oral  

antibiotic to give to your pet, it can 

be difficult to administer. A lot of 

animals will catch on to the trick of 

hiding the pill in food. So after a few 

doses, they will just eat around the 

pill. Convenia can help eliminate the 

hassle of giving oral  antibiotics. 

After the 14 days is up it is recom-

mended to have the problem re-

evaluated by your veterinarian to 

make sure the injection has worked 

well and de-

cide  if an ad-

ditional injec-

tion is needed. 

row. It can be safely administered 

with many other medicines, but be 

sure to let your veterinarian know 

what else your dog is taking before 

giving Cerenia.   

      Donôt worry about motion sickness 

anymore, Cerenia is here. The only 

Food and Drug Administration ap-

proved drug for motion sickness in 

canines. This drug prevents vomiting 

due to motion sickness. How does it 

work? It works by blocking the signals 

that are sent to the brain to prevent 

vomiting.  

      The medication should be given on 

empty stomach (1 hour before, or 2 

hours after feeding). It is also absorbed 

better when not wrapped in food. Cere-

nia can be given for up to two days in a 

       

Like other medicines, there are poten-

tial side effects of Cerenia. They may 

include excessive drooling, lethargy, 

decreased appetite, and diarrhea. This 

drug is approved for dogs as young as 

sixteen weeks old. It cannot be given 

to pregnant or nursing dogs. Also use 

with caution in patients with liver con-

ditions.  

      With Cerenia you can now travel 

with your dog more often and you 

donôt have to worry about cleaning up 

a mess when the trip is over! 
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  Comfortis (Spinosad) 

                                                        Cerenia (Maropitant citrate)  

The Newest  Products 

ñGretaò the chicken 

Halloween Costume     

Contest winners: 

ñTannerò the Pirate 


